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ON THE IEISH COINS OF MARY. 

BY AQUILLA SMITH, M.D., M. R. I. A. 

When Mary ascended the throne, on the 6th of July, 1553, she 
appeared desirous to share the popularity which King Edward VI. 
had acquired by restoring the coinage to a better standard. Ac- 
cordingly, on the 20th of August she issued a proclamation, in which 
she declared that she was "•fully resolved and determined, with all 
convenient speed, to cause to be made and set forth certain coins, 
as well of gold as silver, of the perfect fineness, according to the 
rates hereafter ensuing." And that all the new coins were to be 
received by all persons within her dominions, " the realm of Ireland 
only excepted, forasmuch as her Highness's coins have there a spe- 
cial standard." 1 

As no records have been preserved in Ireland respecting the 
" special standard" mentioned in the proclamation quoted by Ru- 
ding, we must see if any inference bearing on the subject can be 
deduced from the documents concerning Mary's English coins. 

We learn from Lowndes that in the first year of Mary's reign 
" a pound weight of silver, eleven ounces fine, was coined into three 
pounds by tale ; and that Thomas Egerton was master and worker." 2 

Leake, in his " Historical Account of English Money," 3 on the 
authority of Stowe, 4 gives the 4th of September as the date of the 
proclamation, and states that the indenture cited by Lowndes bore 
the same date as the proclamation which, according to Ruding, was 
" given at our Manor of Richmond, on the twentieth day of August, 
in the first year of our most prosperous reign." 

From Leake it appears that " the indenture, dated the twentieth 
of August, with Thomas Egerton, Thomas Stanley, and others," 
preceded the proclamation by fifteen days, which seems to be the 
order they ought to follow, and in the proclamation, or indenture as 
Leake calls it, given by Ruding, mention is made of the Queen's 
determination, " with all convenient speed, to cause to be made and 
set forth certain coins, as well of gold as silver," and that " her Ma- 
jesty hath ordered, and established to be made within her mints, 
these several coins, as well of silver in fineness of the standard 
sterling, as also of gold." 

The discrepancy in the dates given by these authorities can 
only be reconciled by reference to the original documents, if they 
exist ; it is, however, clear that the promise of the Queen to restore 

1 Kuding's " Annals of the Coinage." Silver Coins." 8vo. 1695, p. 49. 
8vo. edit. vol. iii. p. 2. 3 Third edit. 8vo. 1793, p. 223. 

2 " Essay for the Amendment of the * "Annals." Folio, 1631, p. 616. 



358 

the gold and silver to " perfect fineness" is contradicted in the in- 
denture referred to by Lowndes respecting the silver, which was 
ordered to be one penny-weight worse than the standard fixed by 
the indenture of the sixth of Edward VI., instead of being restored 
to the old standard of eleven ounces, two penny-weights fine, and 
eighteen penny-weights alloy. 

The exception in the proclamation of the 20th of August, 1553, 
respecting the " special standard" for Ireland, is quoted, from the 
second edition of Leake, 8vo. 1745, by Simon, who says : — "Ac- 
cordingly, she ordered this year, shillings, groats, two-penny pieces, 
and probably pennies, to be struck for this kingdom ; but of as 
coarse and base a metal as any made use of in the two last reigns. 
Forty of these shillings, I suppose, went to the pound Troy, and 
weighed each one hundred and forty-four grains ; the groat, forty- 
eight grains, at the rate of one hundred and twenty to the pound ; 
and the two-penny pieces, twenty-four grains, at the rate of two 
hundred and forty to the pound." 1 

Ruding, who quotes the foregoing extract from Simon, observes 
in a note: — "Contrary to his usual practice, this very respectable 
author has given no authority for the above proportions. He could 
not, surely, intend that they should rest upon his supposition 
only." 2 

This is a very proper objection, and is courteously expressed, 
but Ruding forgot that he had not given any authority for the im- 
portant proclamation published by himself. 

Simon appears to have grounded his supposition of the standard 
weight of Mary's Irish coins on the indenture made in 1554, after 
her marriage, by which " Sir Edmund Peckam, Knight, Treasurer 
of the Mint of England ; Thomas Stanley, Comptroller ; and Wil- 
liam Knight, Assay-Master, or any two of them, were impowered 
to make out often thousand pounds worth of base monies, brought 
into England by King Philip, shillings, at twelve pence Irish, forty 
of them to the pound, or one hundred and twenty groats to the 
pound, and at the rate of three ounces fine, and nine ounces alloy ; 
according to which the shilling weighed one hundred and forty- 
four grains." 3 

We learn from Lowndes, that in 1553 the pound weight of sil- 
ver was to be coined into one hundred and eighty groats, or " three 
pounds by tale ;" and from Leake, that on the 6th of December, 
1554, "shillings, sixty to the pound," were ordered to be made, 
" according to and under the covenants of the indenture of the 20th 
of August," 1553. The English shilling of Philip and Mary should 
therefore weigh ninety-six grains. 

1 Edit. 1749, p. 35. * " Annals," vol. iii. p. 4. 

* Edit. 1749, p. 35. 
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Before we make any remarks on the standard weight and fine- 
ness of Mary's Irish money, we shall describe the kinds and varieties 
of her coins. 

The shilling has on the obverse the Queen's head in profile, to 
the left, crowned, the hair flowing loosely over the shoulders, bust 
clothed, and round the neck a string of pearls, from which is sus- 
pended an ornament ; legend, maria • d . g . ang . fra . z . hib . re- 
gina ., a fleur de lis after the Queen's name, which serves as a mint- 
mark, like the pomegranate which holds the same place on her 
English coins, and annulets between the words. Reverse, in the 
centre, a harp crowned, between the initial letters m. and r., also 
crowned; legend, Veritas . temporis . filia . m . d . liii ., a fleur 
de lis after Veritas and annulets between the words ; in some varie- 
ties there are two, and in others only one annulet at each side of 
the fleur de lis. It weighs 94*2 grains. 

In Simon's engraving of this variety, pi. v. fig. 109, the drapery 
on the bust is not correctly represented, and the ornament on the 
neck is wanting. The annulets are represented by pellets, and are 
omitted at each side of the fleur de lis, both on the obverse and 
reverse. 

The engraving in Ruding, Supplement, part ii. pi. v. fig. 1, 
is more correct in details than Simon's ; but it has tempo rs in- 
stead of temporis on the reverse. The legend is correctly de- 
scribed, and the reference given is the " British Museum ;" but no 
such variety is in the collection at present, and the letter i may have 
been omitted by the draughtsman or the engraver. 

Another shilling, with the date 1553, has hib . regin . on the 
obverse ; it weighs 93*3 grains. 

A third variety has hibe . regin . ; it weighs only 80*5 grains. 

Tolerably well-executed forgeries of the shilling are met with 
occasionally ; they are readily known by the want of the flange or 
cross line at the base of the initial letters m . r . on the reverse. 

Another shilling was struck in 1554. Legend on the obverse, 

MARIA . D . G. ANG . FRA . Z . HIB . REGINA. Reverse, VERTAS . TEM- 





PORIS . filia . m . d . liiii . ; it weighs only 88*8 grains. In all 
other particulars it corresponds with the shilling of 1553. 

On the great seal used by Mary previous to her marriage, the 
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words temporis filia Veritas are in the exergue on each side of the 
seal, and there is a fleur de lis after each word of the legend. 1 

The words on her seal, and the reverse of all her Irish coins, 
have reference to the device of the figure of Time drawing Truth 
out of a pit, in allusion to her endeavours to restore the Roman 
Catholic religion, which had been in a great measure suppressed by 
her predecessors. 2 

The groat has on the obverse maria . d . g . ang . fra . z • 
hib . regi . In other particulars, except in wanting the date, it 





corresponds with the shillings, and, like them, some have one and 
others two annulets at each side of the fleur de lis. It weighs 30*8 
grains. 

Simon says, " The groat is like the shilling, and has the same 
inscriptions, but wants the date." Yet the coin engraved in his 
fifth plate, fig. 110, has the date m . d. liii . on the reverse. 

The only coin I have met with which resembles Simon's en- 
graving is a forgery. The legend on the obverse is maria . d . g . 
ang . fr . z . hib . regin . ; a pomegranate after the Queen's name. 
The reverse is identical with Simon's engraving. The coin weighs 
39*1 grains, and its specific gravity is 10' 29 ; nearly equal to that 
of fine silver, which is 10*474. 

I have been particular in describing this piece, because it would 
be likely to pass as a genuine coin. The fabricator appears to have 
copied the reverse from Simon's engraving, and the obverse from 
Mary's English groat. The pomegranate after the Queen's name, 
and regin instead of regi are quite sufficient to enable the most 
inexperienced collector to recognise the spurious coin without hesi- 
tation. It is also to be observed, that Simon's coin has regina, 
and a fleur de lis after the Queen's name. 

The half-groat has the legend maria . d . g . a . fr . z . hib . 





i Uredius, " Genealogia Comitum 2 Sandford, "Hist, of the Kings and 

Flandrije." Folio, 1624, p. 143. Queens of England," fol. 1707, p. 500. 
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regi . In every other particular, except size and weight, it is simi- 
lar to the groat. It weighs fourteen grains. 

In Simon's engraving of the half-groat, pi. v. fig. Ill, the fleur 
de lis is omitted after maria and Veritas, and the inner circle, on 
each side, is beaded. 

The peculiarities noticed in Simon's engravings may perhaps be 
accounted for by his having been supplied with drawings of the 
coins, for it appears from his sale catalogue that he did not possess 
any of Mary's Irish money. 

There is a spurious half-groat, which, like the groat, has a pome- 
granate instead of a fleur de lis after the Queen's name ; the reverse 
exhibits a glaring and stupid blunder on the part of the forger, who 
omitted the crown over the harp. 

Simon, in his very brief account of Mary's coins, says that " pro- 
bably pennies" were struck at the same time with the other pieces ; 
on which Snelling observes, "he was right in his conjecture, as 
one of them is in the Devonshire Museum ; it is like the other 
pieces in every particular, and weighs about twelve grains." The 
coin alluded to is published in Snelling's first additional plate to 
Simon, fig. 29 ; it is now in the British Museum, and it weighs only 
8*4 grains. As Snelling observed, " it is like the other pieces in 
every particular," except the legend on the obverse, which is m . d . 

G . ROSA . SINE . SPIN. 

Another penny, which is in fine condition, except that it is 
pierced with a hole through the initial m on the reverse, has ver- 





tas instead of Veritas, like the shilling of 1554. It weighs 8*4 
grains. 

On all Mary's coins, except the penny, the Saxon m is used in 
the legends, but the Roman m is used for her initial on the reverse. 
^ Snelling says, " the penny weighs about twelve grains." It is 
evident that he did not weigh the coin, but conjectured that it was 
one-twelfth of 144 grains, which Simon supposed to be the standard 
weight of Mary's Irish shilling. 

We must now attempt to determine the standard weight and 
fineness of Mary's Irish coins, respecting which no direct documen- 
tary evidence has yet been discovered. In the preliminary part of 
this paper it has been shown that the standard weight of her Eng- 
lish shilling was 96 grains; and finding that the Irish shillings 
never exceed that weight, we feel warranted to assume that the full 

3 c 
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weight of the Irish shilling should be 96 grains ; the groat, 32 
grains ; the half-groat, 16 grains ; and the penny, eight grains ; which 
proportions nearly accord with the actual weight of the coins. 

Simon asserts that the money ordered by Mary to be coined for 
Ireland was " of as coarse and base a metal as any made use of in 
the two last reigns." No Irish coins of Edward VI. are known, 
and those of the latter years of Henry VIII. are manifestly made 
of much baser metal than Mary's coins. Simon, speaking of Henry's 
coins, says : — " Indeed, except the first-mentioned groats, which 
were not so bad, the money struck in this reign was little better 
than brass, not above 4 ounces fine, and 8 alloy, although, accord- 
ing to the indenture, they were to be 8 ounces fine and 4 alloy." 1 

Judging from the appearance of Mary's coins, that they were 
not as base as Simon supposed them to be, I took the specific gra- 
vity of two shillings and a groat, and found that of one of the shil- 
lings to be 8-121, the other 9*07, and the groat 9-094. These 
experiments, however, only proved that the coins were of less in- 
trinsic value than standard silver ; I therefore determined to submit 
a coin to analysis, for which I am indebted to my friend Dr. Apjohn, 
Professor of Chemistry in the University of Dublin. 

A shilling of the year 1553, specific gravity 9 '47, was found to 
consist of — 

Silver, 60-16 

Copper, 39*47 

Gold, 37 

100-00 

which, being reduced to the proportions of each constituent in twelve 
parts, is as follows : — 

Silver, 7-2192 

Copper, 4-7364 

Gold, -0444 

12-0000 

These proportions do not agree with any authorized standard of 
Irish coins, but approach that of the thirty-sixth year of Henry 
VIII., when eight ounces of silver were mixed with four of alloy, 
which probably was the " special standard" for Ireland mentioned 
in the proclamation of the 20th of August, 1553. 

The only question remaining for consideration is the place of 
mintage, of which Ruding says, " it is not known that any other 
mints were worked during this reign but those in the cities of 
Dublin and London." 2 

1 Edit. 1749, p. 34. 2 8vo. edit. vol. iii. p. 17. 
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In the published State Papers of the reign of Henry VIII. fre- 
quent mention is made of large quantities of " harp-groats" having 
been sent from England to Ireland; and the Irish six-pences of his 
thirty-eighth year, which in many particulars are identical with the 
Bristol coins of Henry, have on the reverse w. s. in monogram, 
which letters are the initials of William Sharrington, who was chief 
officer of the mint at Bristol. 1 

There was not any mint in Ireland during the reign of Henry 
VIII., and Edward VI. did not coin Irish money ; nor is there any 
evidence that Mary had a mint in Dublin, while it is certain that 
the Irish coins of Philip and Mary were minted in England, as 
appears from the indenture made in 1554 with the officers of the 
London mint. 

REFERENCES TO ENGRAVINGS OF MARY'S IRISH COINS. 

Shilling, 1553. 
Simon, pi. v. fig. 109, and Ruding, Supplement, part ii. pi. v. 

%. i. 

Groat. 
Simon, pi. v. fig. 111. 

Half-groat. 
Simon, pi. v. fig. 110. 

Penny. 
Snelling, first additional plate to Simon, fig. 29. 

TABLE OF COINS NOW PUBLISHED. 

Shilling, 1554. 
Stand, wt., 96 grs. Actual wt., 88-8 grs. Dr. A. Smith. 

Groat. 
Stand, wt., 32 grs. Actual wt., 27*5 grs. Eev. Dr. Cotton. 

Half-groat. 
Stand, wt., 16 grs. Actual wt., 14-0 grs. J. A. Wigan, Esq. 

Penny. 
Stand, wt., 8 grs. Actual wt., 8-4 grs. Eev. J. W. Martin. 



1 Hawkins' " Silver Coins of England," p. 136. 
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CATALOGUE OF SILVER TOKENS ISSUED IN IRELAND. 

BY AQUILLA SMITH, M.D., M.R.I. A. 



THREE-PENNY TOKENS OF THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY. 
ARMAGH, CO. ARMAGH. 

1. Obv. alex: — morton — armagh — 000 — 1736, in five lines 

across the field, within a beaded circle. 

Rev. i — promis : — to : pay : the — : bearer : — : three : 

: pence : in six lines ; weight 14-3 grains. 

Alexander Morton was " a famous clockmaker, in the 
year 1717; he lived in Scotch-street, and afterwards 
in Market-street, where he struck off a number of 
silver tokens, which were long used as current coin in 
Armagh." — Stuart's " Historical Memoirs of the City 
of Armagh," p. 508, note. 

Engraved in Snelling's second additional plate to 
Simon, fig. 11. 

DUBLIN, CO. DUBLIN. 

2. Obv. ben — bowen — dub — lin, in four lines in the centre ; 

legend i • owe • the • bearer • in? ster • within a linear 
circle. 
Rev. A stag at gaze, pierced through the back with an arrow ; 
weight 19-8 grains. 

Snelling's second additional plate to Simon, fig. 14. 

PORTADOWN, CO. ARMAGH. 

3. Obv. • IOHN OUEREND PORTADOWN * • P . * III 

• 1736 • in six lines, within a beaded circle. 

Rev. I PROMISE TO • PAY • THE • BEARER THREE 

pence, in six lines ; weight 9-8 grains. 

Snelling's second additional plate to Simon, fig. 13. 

"Feb. 21, 1758. Lately (died) at Portadown, Mr. 
John Overend, Merchant." — Monthly Chronicle for 
Ireland, February, 1 758, in the first volume of the 
" Grand Magazine." 

RICHHILL, CO. ARMAGH. 

4. Obv. sam — mackie — p — in — richhil — 1736 • in six lines, 

within two concentric circles, which are connected by 
cross bars. 
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Rev. • I PROMIS TO • PAY • THE BEARER THREE ■ 

pence, in six lines, within a double circle connected 

by cross bars ; weight 13-2 grains. 

Snelling's second additional plate to Simon, fig. 12, 
and Supplement, page 7, where this token is described 
as of Ithill. 

SHILLING TOKENS. 

5. Obv. sold by clark west and c°; in the centre for — one 

British — shilling — 1804, in four lines, counter- 
marked with a small figure of Hibernia. 
Rev. A female, emblematic of Commerce, seated on a rock, 
looking to the left ; in her left hand a caduceus ; her 
right arm extended, and pointing to a ship in full sail. 
Weight 69-2 grains ; countermarked in the exergue with 
the Hall Mark (a crowned harp). 

6. Obv. sold by clark west & co, between two linear circles, 

outside which is a beaded circle ; in the centre for — 
one British — shilling, in three lines. 
Rev. Type of the reverse similar to the preceding token, but 
from another die, the word commerce above the female 
figure. Weight 69-2 grains. 

Messrs. "Clarke and West, Wholesale Goldsmiths 
and Jewellers," resided at No. 9, Capel-street, in 1804. 
This long established and highly respectable firm is now 
represented by Messrs. West and Son, of Nos. 18 and 
19, College-green. 

7. Obv. for the good of the publick, the date 1804 under a 

female figure, seated, and looking to the left, her left 
arm extended, the hand resting on a harp. 
Rev. # payable at swords or Dublin ; in the centre a mono- 
gram in script characters partly effaced. The first letter 
is w, the last letters are co. Weight 59-5 grains. 
Swords is a village seven miles north of Dublin. 

8. Obv. public happiness, in the centre a vessel, from which is- 

sue flames, supported on a tripod, round which a snake 
is entwined, its head directed towards the flames ; under 
the tripod an olive branch, and at the right side a slightly 
convex disc about the eighth of an inch in diameter ; 
2— at one side of the tripod, 20— at the other side ; in 
the exergue sterling — 1804, in two lines. 
Rev. pro bono publico, in the centre a female standing on 
the right of an altar, and holding over it a crown, a ser- 
pent is coiled round her left arm ; on the front of the 
altar, health — to the — king, in three lines. Weight 
69-6 grains. 
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9. Obv. sold by the irish bullion c? ; in the centre, for 

one • British — shilling — d 216 G! in four lines. 
Rev. confidence augments the value, in the centre a fe- 
male seated on a rock, looking to the right, and holding 
a model of a two-masted vessel, which rests on her lap; 
under the figure, 3186° within an oval. Weight 63-8 
grains. 

10. Obv. sold by the irish bullion c? ; in the centre, for 

one British — shilling — 2-16, in four lines. 
Rev. The reverse is the same as the preceding token, but there 
are no streamers from the masts of the vessel, owing to 
the wearing of the die from repeated polishing. Weight 
66-2 grains. 

About the year 1804, when there was a great scarcity 
of silver coin, in consequence of the protracted war, 
silver pieces which passed as shillings were put into cir- 
culation by many traders in Dublin. 

These pieces are thin discs of silver, a little broader 
than a shilling, but not worth more than six-pence each. 
They are usually stamped with the initials or name of 
the person who issued them, and frequently counter- 
marked. One has the name toole, and also the letter 
r stamped with a small punch like a Hall Mark. Ano- 
ther has the name gibbons twice on the same side, and 
in the centre the initials m • d • ; on the other side the 
initials J • r • in script characters. 

BANK OF IRELAND TOKENS. 
1804. 

11. Obv. georgius in dei gratia rex. Head to the right, lau- 

reate, c • h • k, the initials of the engraver, C. H. Kiichler, 
on the bust. 
Rev. bank of Ireland token, Hibernia seated, looking to the 
left, a palm-branch in her right hand, and the left rest- 
ing upon a harp. In the exergue 1804 — six shillings. 
Weight 17 dwts. 7-4 grains. 

Engraved in Ruding, Supplement, part ii. pi. viii. 
fig. 9. 

1805. 

12. Obv. georgivs hi dei gratia. Head to the right, laureate. 

Rev. BANK TOKEN TEN — PENCE IRISH — 1805, in six 

lines. Weight 64 grains, or 2 dwts. 16 grs. 
Ruding, Supplement, part ii. pi. viii. fig. 11. 

13. Obv. Obverse similar to the preceding. 
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Rev. BANK TOKEN — FIVE PENCE — IRISH 1805, in six 

lines. Weight 31-8 grains. 

Ruding, Supplement, part ii. pi. viii. fig. 12. 

1806. 

14. ten pence, exactly same as coin of 1805, except the date. 

Weight 64-6 grains. 

15. five pence, exactly same as coin of 1805, except the date. 

Weight 32 grains. 

1808. 

16. Obv. georgivs in dei gratia rex. Head to the right, under 

it, 1808. 

Rev. bank token. Hibernia seated, looking to the left, with 
a palm-branch in her right hand, and the left resting 
upon a harp; in the exergue xxx pence — irish. 
Weight 192-8 grains. 

Ruding, Supplement, part ii. pi. viii. fig. 10. 

In June, 1852, Mr. Sainthill informed me that the 
dies for Nos. 12 to 16 were engraved by Pingo. 

1813. 

17. Obv. georgius in dei gratia rex. Bust to the right, lau- 

reate, neck bare. 
Rev. bank — token — io pence — irish — 1813, in five lines 
within a circle of shamrocks. Weight 53-5 grains. 

The dies were engraved by Thomas Wyon (Mr. 
Sainthill). 

The history of these bank tokens is given in Ru- 
ding's " Annals of the Coinage," 8vo. edit., vol. iv. 
p. 87, &c. Proofs in silver of all the bank tokens, ex- 
cept those of 1806, were in the collection of the late 
James D. Cuffe, Esq. (see sale catalogue, lot 1941). 

miscellaneous. 

s d 

18. Obv. PAYABLE • AT • CASTLE • COMER • COLLIERY • 5^5. In an 

oval countermark, three-fourths of an inch in length, 
stamped on the obverse of a Spanish dollar of Charles 
IIII, date 1798. Weight I7dwts. 7 grains. 

I am indebted to Mr. J. G. Robertson of Kilkenny 
for the following account of this countermarked dollar: 
— "A friend of mine, who has often seen the coin, says 
that about forty years ago Anne, Countess of Ormonde, 
not wishing to lose by the depreciated value of Spanish 
dollars, of which she had at that time a large number, 
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caused all she had to be stamped with the legend, 
6 Castle Comer Colliery, Five shillings and five pence/ 
Coals to that amount being given for them at the pits, 
Kilkenny traders used to take them in exchange for 
their commodities, knowing that they could give them 
afterwards to colliers in payment for coals." 

19. Obv. rathmines association. The Queen's head to the left, 
netek bare ; under the bust waterhouse. 
Rev. to & from rathmines. In the centre ™3& within a 
wreath of oak. Weight 18-1 grains. 

This token was issued by the Rathmines Association 
for the convenience of the passengers travelling in the 
omnibus, the fare of which was three-pence, to and from 
Rathmines to Dublin. Waterhouse, whose name is 
under the Queen's bust, is a gold and silver-smith, 
No. 25, Dame-street ; he had the commission for the 
dies, which were executed by William Woodhouse of 
Dublin. Twelve proofs in copper, and a few in tin, 
were struck; the die broke after striking about 700 of 
the tokens. 

Proofs in silver, from the dies used for striking copper tokens, 
are occasionally met with, and some of these have been supposed to 
have been issued as shillings 1 . 

The coins alluded to are noticed in the " Transactions of the 
Kilkenny Archaeological Society," vol. iii. p. 71. 

I possess a fine proof in silver of a copper penny token issued in 
Dublin in 1813. Obv — Bust of the Duke of Wellington in mili- 
tary uniform to the left, laureate; legend, Wellington & erin go 
bragh. 1813. Rev — A large harp crowned, e. Stephens, above, 
and Dublin below the harp. Weight 9 dwts. 10-3 grains. 

1 Simon, edit. 1749, p. 49. 



